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Building a Window Seat From Wall Cabinets
From "DIY Home Repair & Remodeling"

episode DIR-163 -- More Projects »

Use wall cabinets to 

create a built-in window 

seat that adds storage 

space to a room. 

Figure A 

Figure B 

If you'd like to add a window seat to your home, try building one from 

ready-made wall cabinets. Be sure to select cabinets sturdy enough to 

bear the weight of someone's sitting on them. 

Materials: 

Measuring tape

2" x 4" or 2" x 6" lumber 

Drill, with drill bits and a Phillips driver bit

Wood chisel

Hammer

Nail set

Clamps

Caulk gun and adhesive caulk

Jigsaw

Horizontal wall cabinets 

Molding that matches the cabinets

Base and side trim

Wood shelving boards 

Safety glasses

1.  Determine the measurements of the window-seat area, and select 

cabinets of an appropriate size (figure A) from a kitchen-supply 

store or home-improvement center. You'll also need to buy molding 

that matches the cabinets. 

2.  Remove shoe molding from around the wall in the sitting area. 

3.  Build a wooden frame pedestal from 2" by 4" lumber (figure B). 

(For added height, you can use 2" by 6" lumber for the frame.) The 

frame should be the same width as the window-seat area but 2" or 

3" less than the depth of the window seats to create a recess 

underneath the front section. Include a center support in the frame 
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Figure C 

Figure D 

Figure E 

Figure F 

Figure G 

for added stability. 

4.  Lay the frame flat inside the seat area, and secure it to the wall 

with screws (figure C). 

5.  Remove the doors from the cabinets for easier handling. Clamp the 

cabinets together (figure D) to ensure that they're flush on top 

and along the front. 

6.  Using a bit narrower than the screws, drill pilot holes in the side 

frames of each cabinet, and secure them with wood screws. 

7.  Center the cabinets between the two side walls (figure E). 

8.  Drill pilot holes through the bottom of the cabinets and into the 

base pedestal. Secure the cabinet to the base with screws. 

Remember that the base is recessed. You may want to mark a line 

indicating the location of the base to help you screw directly into 

the wood. 

9.  Measure the space between the wall and the cabinets (figure F). 

Measure at the top and just above the base molding on the wall. 

10.  Transfer the measurements onto a filler piece (a piece of trim 

provided with the cabinet), and cut the piece to size. You may need 

to cut a notch in the filler piece to accommodate the base molding. 

11.  Set the filler pieces in place (figure G), and fasten them to the 

sides of the cabinet with screws. Keep the top and bottom of the 

filler pieces flush with the cabinet. 

12.  Measure the area for the toe kick. Cut a piece of trim to size, and 

secure it with small finish nails. Drive each nail until approximately 

1/4" of the head is above the surface. Use a nail set to drive the 

nails just below the surface. 

13.  Measure the length along the face of the cabinet. Transfer the 

measurements to a piece of shelving material, and cut it to size. 

Use shelving that matches the cabinets as closely as possible. Make 

sure the depth of the shelving is sufficient to cover or slightly 

overlap the front of the cabinets. 
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Figure H

14.  Cut a piece of cabinet trim to the same length as the shelving 

material. 

15.  Using the cabinets as a work surface, drill pilot holes through the 

edge trim and the edge of the shelving material. Secure the 

shelving and trim with small finish nails. Use a nail set as before, 

and use clamps to hold the tops of the boards flush while you're 

nailing (figure H). 

16.  Remove the boards from the top of the cabinets, and run a bead of panel adhesive along the 

cabinet edges. Press the seat into place. 

17.  Replace the cabinet doors. Fill any nail holes with caulk or matching fill material. Caulk any voids 

along the wall, and use trim pieces to cover any gaps between the seat and the wall. 

●     ALSO IN THIS EPISODE:

Creating Attic Storage

Building a Storage Chest

Building a Window Seat From Wall Cabinets

Wine Rack

Lawn-Tool Storage
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